
 

 

 

 

 

Date:   June 2, 2010 

Document Type: Mexican Federal Electoral Card (issued 1991 to present) 

Review Status:  Validity has been verified by Mexican Federal Electoral Institute  

Document Status: Valid 

Category:  List B Document (not to establish name and date of birth) 

Comments: To be able to cast a vote from abroad, Mexican citizens residing in a foreign country must 

have a photographic voting card, which is issued free of charge by the Instituto Federal 

Electoral (IFE) in Mexico. This Alert provides you with a listing of unique identifiable 

features incorporated into the three different versions of the Mexican Federal Electoral Card. 

The following identifiers will help you determine if the document being presented is 

authentic or not. 

 

**For more information, contact your Technical Operations Consultant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identification Document **Alert** 
 

Current Version 

(Front) 

Current 

Version 

(Back) 

National seal 

displayed 

throughout 

under UV 

light 

The first four 

numbers should 

match the four 

numbers on front 

under “Seccion” 

The numbers in 

“Seccion” should 

match the first 

four OCR 

numbers on back 

International 

standard (.76 

millimeter, thinner 

and more flexible) 

Microprint around 

photo border 

shows the bearer’s 

full name and 

transmittal date 

Microprint around 

signature border 

shows the bearer’s 

full name 

Bearer’s full name 

displayed under 

UV light 

Bearer’s photograph 

displayed under UV 

light. Should match 

the photo on front of 

the card 



Current version (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optical Variable 

Feature visible to 

the naked eye 

Divisions and 

electoral years 

are no longer 

present 

Digital signature 

of bearer 

Date of issue 

2-D Barcode 

Expiration date 

Clave Unica de 

Registro de 

Poblacion CURP 

C.U.R.P. (Clave Única de Registro de Población) = Single 

Population Registration Code Clave Única de Registro de 

Población.  

 

This a registration number assigned to all individuals living 

within Mexico, as well as Mexicans living abroad. The National 

Population Registry is responsible for assigning CURP 

numbers and issuing the corresponding certificate. It contains 

18 alphanumeric characters generated from the Identification 

Document provided (usually a Mexican Birth Certificate, 

Naturalization Certificate, or migratory document) and is 

comprised by:  

 

a) The person's paternal last name, mother's original last 

name, and first name b) The person's date of birth c) Gender d) 

Mexican State of birth or born outside Mexico. e) The last two 

characters in the CURP prevent duplicate numbers and 

guarantee that the code is correct.  

 

For Example:  

 

Gregorio Morales Loranca born in Tlaxcala on August 31, 1994.  

 

MOLG 940831 H TL RRR O 9  

 

MO = Initial and vowel of Last Name L = Initial of Mother's 

Last Name G = Initial of First Name  

 

940831 (two digits year, month and day of birth)  

 

H = Gender : H for "hombre" (male) and M for "mujer" (female).  

 

TL = Abbreviation of TLaxcala. Each state has a two letter code 

and people born abroad are NE "Nacido en el Extranjero" (born 

abroad).  

 

RRR = are the internal consonants of the last name, mother's 

maiden name and first name  

 

O = a letter or digit code to assure there is no duplication.  

 

9 = Verification Digit.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2001 Version 

Front 

 

2001 Version 

Back 

 

2001 Version 

Back 

National seal 

displayed 

throughout 

under UV light 

The first four 

numbers should 

match the four 

numbers on front 

under “Seccion” 

The numbers in 

“Seccion” should 

match the first 

four OCR 

numbers on back 

International 

standard (.76 

millimeter, thinner 

and more flexible) 

Security 

Electoral seal 

overlaps left side 

of the bearer’s 

photograph 

Microprint around 

signature border 

shows the bearer’s 

full name 

Features on photo: 

 “IFE” visible under 

UV light. 

 Yellow wavy lines 

visible with the 

naked eye. 

Magnetic 

Stripe 

Microprint around 

photo border 

shows the bearer’s 

full name and 

transmittal date 



2001 Version (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLAVE DE ELECTOR: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bearer’s full name 

displayed under 

UV light 

 

1991 Version 

Front 

 

1991 

Version 

Back 

National seal 

displayed 

throughout 

under UV light 

The first four 

numbers should 

match the four 

numbers on front 

under “Seccion” 

Found on 2001 and 1991 Versions. Clave (Key) consists of:  

 

 1st two consonants of last name (unless names start with vowels) 

 1st two consonants of maiden name 

 1st two consonants of first name 

 DOB: year, month, day (may not always be accurate) 

 Next 2 digits are the State code 

 Gender identifier (H: male, M: female) 

 Last three digits are computer generated control numbers. 

 

Note: Wrong information on the “Clave de Elector” should not be the 

sole reason for rejecting the card, but it should prompt you to 

examine the card carefully. 



 

 

1991 Version (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: You can click on the link below to see the security features found on this ID Alert (in Spanish): 

 

http://www.ife.org.mx/portal/site/ifev2/Detalle_Credencial_para_Votar/?vgnextoid=05e3b0bbb1a91110VgnVCM1000

002c01000aRCRD  

 

The numbers in 

“Seccion” should 

match the first 

four OCR 

numbers on back 

Thicker and more 

rigid than newer 

versions 

Security 

Electoral seal 

overlaps left side 

of the bearer’s 

photograph 

Magnetic Stripe 

Features on photo: 

 “IFE” visible under 

UV light. 

 Yellow wavy lines 

visible with the 

naked eye. 

http://www.ife.org.mx/portal/site/ifev2/Detalle_Credencial_para_Votar/?vgnextoid=05e3b0bbb1a91110VgnVCM1000002c01000aRCRD
http://www.ife.org.mx/portal/site/ifev2/Detalle_Credencial_para_Votar/?vgnextoid=05e3b0bbb1a91110VgnVCM1000002c01000aRCRD

